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Executive Summary

The Final Project Meeting of the Push*Back*Lash project was held from the 24 to the 26" of
September 2025, at the University of Salzburg, Austria. The three-day event brought together
project partners, invited speakers, and stakeholders to disseminate research results, strengthen
collaboration, and advance the project’s strategic objectives. A key highlight was the Forum on
Democracy and Gender Equality, held on the 25 of September, which served as the official
public conference of the project. The forum featured expert panels, toolkit presentations, and
interactive sessions focusing on countering anti-gender backlash in public opinion,
policymaking, and digital spaces. It offered a space for exchange between researchers, civil
society, and policymakers, reinforcing the project’s commitment to inclusive and evidence-
based dialogue. This report presents the full programme, session summaries, photographic

documentation, and a summary of media coverage related to the Forum and the wider project.



Meeting Programme

Day 1: Push*Back*Lash Research Conference
September 24, 2025

9:30-9:35
Welcome from Zoe Lefkofridi, PUSH*BACK*LASH Consortium Coordinator & Professor,

University of Salzburg

9:35-10:30
Theater of the Oppressed Workshop (Lead: Joschka Koeck)

10:30-11:45
Panel 1: Public Opinion Online and Offline |

Paper 1: Juno Reichelt (GESIS), “Do differences in men's and women's gender attitudes drive
the gender gap in voting for right-wing populist parties?”

Paper 2: Vera Beloshitzkaya, Zoe Lefkofridi and Larissa Lotter (all PLUS), “Citizen’s views on
gender equality, feminism, democracy in Austria”

Paper 3: Rebekka Kesberg (UvA), “The Power of Narrative: Anti-Gender Movements and Their
Role in Spreading Semiotic Violence”

Discussant: Phillip Ayoub (University College London)
11:45-12:00 Coffee break and group photo

12:00-13:15
Panel 2: Public Opinion Online and Offline Il

Paper 1: Juno Reichelt (GESIS), “The Power of Ambiguity — Opinion Climate Effects on
Antifeminism and Right-Wing Populist Voting”
Paper 2: Norah Schulten (UvA) “Netnography of Online Hate Speech”

Paper 3: Alexia Katsanidou (GESIS) and Zoe Lefkofridi (PLUS): Pathways to Far-Right Support:
Immigration and Anti-wokeness in the 2025 German Federal Election.

Discussant: Monika Kovacs (ELTE)



13:15-15:00 Lunch Break

15:30-16:30
Panel 3: Pushback Strategies

Paper 1: Raphaelle de Coen (UvA), “Framing Sex Work: Dutch Political Discourse during the
COVID-19 Pandemic”

Paper 2: Barbara Helfferich (Gender Five Plus), “Countering Anti-Gender Backlash in Europe:
Collaborative Strategies for Inclusive Democracy”

Paper 3: Kristi Winters (GESIS), “A Latent Class Analysis of Views On Gender Roles in Select
European Countries Using the Push*Back*Lash Harmonized Dataset”

Discussants: Zsuzsa Vidra & Eniké Viragh (both ELTE)

16:30-16:45 Break

16:45-17:45

Plenary discussion: Publication strategy outline and special issue proposal

development

Lead: Zoe Lefkofridi



Day 1 in Pictures




Day 2: Forum on Democracy and Gender Equality
September 25, 20251

.
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Forum on Democracy
& Gender Equality

HORIZON Europe Project
Anti-Gender Backlash and Democratic Pushback

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th, 2025
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1 An Artificial Intelligence tool was used to improve the clarity of the Day 2 session transcripts and to assist in
summarizing their content. All outputs were reviewed and verified by a human reviewer.

7



:::; PROGRAMME

P S 9:00 Registration & Coffee
9:30 Opening Remarks

9:45-11:15 Panel 1: Anti-Gender Backlash in
Public Opinion

11:15-11:30 Coffee Break

11:30-13:00 Panel 2: Anti-Gender Backlash in
Policy and Discourse

13:00-15:00 Lunch Break at Edmundsburg
15:00-15:45 Evidence-based and artistic tools to
counteract anti-gender backlash:

Toolkit presentations

15:45-16:45 Panel 3: Gender Café - Ask the
Experts

16:45-17:00 Break

17:00-18:00 Roundtable: Contextualizing
Findings & Future Directions

18:00-19:30 Closing Remarks & Reception

aaaaaa h Funded by
and Innovation the European Union



PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Gender equality is an ongoing struggle, and B R rirety
there is still a long way to go to achieve full
equality of rights and opportunities between )

men and women. At the same time, &

movements against gender equality are
gaining traction globally, weakening
democracies.

The EU-funded Push*Back*Lash project looks
at the backlash against feminism and gender
equality and its impact on democracy in the
EU and the UK. It examines anti-equality
debates in party discourses, government
agendas and social media, as well as citizens’
attitudes towards democracy and feminism.

The project develops evidence-based

strategies that can effectively counter. Egﬁm
ender and anti-feminist discourses.
g »>  « AT
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The conference was also mentioned on the website of Push*Back*Lash (see picture below)
and a separate event page was created: https://pushbacklash.eu/news-events/forum/

*News & Events

Push*Back*Lash "Forum for Democracy and Gender Equality"

Event Date: 25 September 2025 | Paris-Lodron-University Salzburg, Austria

)

merw

PUSH*BACK*LASH

FORUM FOR
DEMOCRACY &
GENDER EQUALITY

25TH OF SEPTEMBER
UNIVERSITY OF SALZBURG

Academics, civil society, and
policymakers will come together to
tackle democratic backsliding and

gender inequality across Europe.

Interactive sessions, collaborative
solutions, powerful voices.

B «

The "Forum for Democracy and Gender Equality” was organised as
part of the Push*Back*Lash Year-3-conference at the University of
Salzburg.

In addition to the project team, participants included Dr. Marianne
Schulze, human rights advisor and chair of the Salzburg University
Council, Oriane Gilloz (European Commission), Prof. Rina Alluri
(UNESCO Chair at the University of Innsbruck), and Janine Heinz, MSSc
from the Austrian Federal Ministry for Women, Science, and Research
(BMFWF) as well as other leading academic experts, civil society
organisations and policymakers.

The forum addressed key challenges such as anti-gender backlash in
public spaces (both online and offline) as well as its manifestations in
elite, policy, and discourse arenas. It also featured an interactive Gender
Café using evidence-based and artistic tools to foster engagement,
followed by a feedback session on the project’s practical toolkits. The
event closed with a roundtable on future pathways for tackling
demacratic backsliding and gender inequality across Europe.

Discover more
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https://pushbacklash.eu/news-events/forum/

On the second day, we invited guests from the following organizations:
Institutions of Higher Education

e University of Salzburg (PLUS)

o Rector

o Deans

o Professors from the Political Science Department

o Gender researchers from different departments across multiple faculties
o Students interested in the topic from different departments

o Researchers associated with ATHENA — Salzburg Center for Intersectional

Research
e Central European University
e University of Vienna
e University of Graz
e University of Innsbruck
e Mozarteum University
e FH-Salzburg (Salzburg University for Applied Sciences)
e University of Continuing Education Krems
e Radboud University
e University College London
e NLA University College
e Universidad Complutense de Madrid

European Union

e European Commission DG RTD - Gender Sector

Federal Government

e Austrian Federal Ministry of Women, Science and Research

Local and Regional Government

e Austrian Employment Service/ Arbeitsmarktservice- AMS Osterreich
e Salzburg City Archive/Stadtarchiv

e Local Government/Salzburg City Council

e Regional Government/Land Salzburg Council

12



Civil Society Organisations

e Frau & Arbeit Austria (Women and Work, educational counseling)

¢ FrauenGesundheitsZentrum Salzburg (Women’s-Health-Center Salzburg)

e Salzburg Global Seminar (A non-profit organization with a mission to challenge
current and future leaders to shape a better world)

e Robert-Jungk-Bibliothek (Robert-Jungk-Library)

e Lungauer Frauennetzwerk (Rural women’s network, county of Salzburg)

e Plattform fir Menschenrechte (Human Rights Platform)

e Afro-Asiatisches Institut Salzburg (Afro-Asian Institute Salzburg)

e Friedensbiiro Salzburg (Peace Office Salzburg)

e VielfaltsAgentin (Agent of Diversity)

Media

e Osterreichischer Rundfunk (ORF) - The Austrian Broadcasting Corporation
e Representative from Austrian national newspaper “Salzburger Nachrichten”

Other (e.g. Think Tanks, Schools)

e Momentum Institut

e St. Gilgen International School

e Akademisches Gymnasium

e Murauerinnen (feminist network)

e Salzburg Convention Bureau

e Dibdzesane Frauenkommission der ED-Salzburg (Diocesan Women's Commission of the
Archdiocese of Salzburg)

13



Welcome and Opening Remarks

Marianne Schulze (Human Rights Consultant & Chair of the University Council, University of
Salzburg)

Marianne Schulze welcomed participants in her dual role as Chair of the University Council
and human rights advocate. She said she was grateful for the chance to talk to a group
dedicated to advancing intersectionality and addressing different kinds of discrimination. She
emphasized the importance of understanding current challenges to democracy and gender
equality through a human rights lens.

She highlighted:

- The erosion of empathy and democratic norms.

- The significance of legal capacity and the right to act (Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women, CEDAW)

- The right to benefit from scientific progress (Article 15 of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, ICESCR).

- Recent UN statements affirming gender as a vital analytical lens for exposing structural
inequalities.

Finally, she encouraged participants to build supportive networks and concluded with a quote
from Gloria Steinem: “Hope is a form of planning.”

Stream her contribution here.

Oriane Gilloz (Policy Officer, DG Research & Innovation, RTD, European Commission)

Oriane Gilloz opened her remarks by expressing her appreciation for the invitation and the
opportunity to meet the project team in person after months of online engagement. She
highlighted the relevance of the Push*Back*Lash project, which emerged during a time of
increasing societal and political backlash against feminism, rooted in traditionalist and
authoritarian narratives.

She emphasized that this backlash has intensified, becoming more visible and violent,
affecting democratic norms, equality, and human rights, not only through policy but also
through subtle cultural and social narratives, both online and offline.

Oriane complimented the project’s outcomes, including:
High-quality infographics and policy briefs shared with other DGs (notably DG JUST)
Effective communication and dissemination strategies, which supported internal policy
work
The project's role in fostering solidarity across disciplines and generations.
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https://youtu.be/P-zF18dxm0Q?si=Mb7oP5G5gZOgpmWI

She reaffirmed the European Commission’s commitment to democratic values and gender
equality, referencing, for example, the 2024-2029 political guidelines, which prioritize
democracy and gender equality as well as “The Roadmap for Women’s Rights (published in
March 2025). Also, she noted that insights from projects like Push*Back*Lash inform the
Commission’s strategies and encouraged continued dissemination of findings.

Finally, she invited participants to a clustering event in Brussels, bringing together Horizon
Europe projects focused on gender and intersectionality, and concluded by expressing
enthusiasm for future research and collaboration.

Stream her contribution here.
Folasade Soyoye (Salzburg City Council Member, Social Democratic Party of Austria)

Folasade Soyoye expressed her gratitude for being part of the forum and welcomed
participants on behalf of the City of Salzburg. She introduced herself as both a politician and a
social worker supporting women and girls affected by sexual violence. Folasade Soyoye shared
her personal experience as a Black woman in politics, highlighting the importance of
representation and inclusive democracy.

She addressed the global backlash against gender equality, warning that restrictions on
women’s rights are deliberate and politically motivated efforts to undermine equality and
democracy. Despite this, she expressed hope in collective action, celebrating the international
collaboration represented at the event. She concluded by thanking the organizers and the
University of Salzburg for creating a space for exchange and solidarity

Stream her contribution here.

Zoe Lefkofridi (PUSH*BACK*LASH Consortium Coordinator & Professor, University of
Salzburg)

Zoe Lefkofridi opened the conference by welcoming participants to Salzburg, Austria, and the
University of Salzburg. She expressed appreciation for the presence of attendees and
acknowledged the powerful words shared by the previous speakers, particularly emphasizing
the importance of representation in democratic and academic spaces.

She highlighted the collaborative nature of the event, noting that it brings together not only
academics but also practitioners, students, and representatives from local government. This
diversity, she stressed, is essential for building a united front against the growing anti-
gender backlash.

Zoe Lefkofridi also introduced the representatives of the sister projects of Push*Back*Lash:
CCINDLE and UNTWIST. She emphasized that, like Push*Back*Lash, these projects address
similar societal challenges and contribute to a shared body of knowledge and resistance.
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https://youtu.be/GfyKvdV7Hn8?si=AZIKI8_ogZFJUl0V
https://youtu.be/8LpsZW-wSdI?si=1jgnj7Y-rSmcH_u3

She concluded with a call for collective action and solidarity, stating that meaningful
resistance to anti-gender movements and threats to democracy can only succeed through
collaboration across sectors and borders.

Stream her contribution here.

Panel 1: Anti-Gender Backlash in Public Opinion

Chair: Phillip Ayoub
Participants: Kristi Winters, Juno Reichelt, Monika Kovacs, Louise Luxton

Kristi Winters (GESIS), “Public Opinion Overview — Gender Attitudes Today”

Kristi Winters presented a cross-European analysis of gender attitudes using survey data from
the 1980s to 2022. She identified four attitudinal clusters - traditionalist, egalitarian,
ambivalent, and mixed - and showed how these vary by region, age, and gender. Nordic
countries show strong egalitarian consensus, while attitudes in Central and Eastern Europe
display more ambivalence and traditionalism. She called for better survey tools and policy
support for gender equality, including childcare, parental leave, and workplace reforms.

Juno Reichelt (GESIS), “How Stable Are Gender Attitudes Within the Individual?”

Juno Reichelt analyzed longitudinal data from Germany, Spain, and the UK to track changes in
attitudes towards various gender issues. While perceptions of gender equality remained
stable, support for LGBTQ+ rights increased over time. However, recent years show signs of
backlash. She emphasized the lack of consistent, long-term data across countries and called
for improved funding and infrastructure to support gender-focused panel studies.

Monika Kovacs (ELTE), “Backlash and Perceived Threat: Results of Representative
Push*Back*Lash Survey in Eight European Countries”

Monika Kovacs presented survey findings from eight European countries, examining public
attitudes toward gender equality and perceptions of threat. Her research team’s results
showed that while populist governments often claim to speak for “real people” opposed to
gender equality, actual public opinion is more egalitarian than assumed. However, many
individuals perceive others as more anti-gender than they are. The team has also found that
perceptions of gender equality as a threat, especially among young men, was higher in
countries experiencing rapid progress in gender equality, such as change, like Spain. Monika
Kovacs emphasized the need for better dissemination of these findings to counter misleading
populist narratives.

Louise Luxton (University of Strathclyde, UNTWIST project), “Gendered supply and demand
in the Reform UK vote”
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https://youtu.be/X2GLh7n4bLU?si=x8_LBm-flzDvHuQW

Louise Luxton explored how Reform UK, a rising populist party, uses gender and LGBTQ+
issues to mobilize voters. Unlike UKIP, Reform UK focuses on culture war topics, especially
transrights. Survey and focus group data show Reform voters, especially men, feel
disadvantaged and express backlash attitudes, despite broadly supporting gender equality.
She highlighted a growing gender divide in UK politics and urged mainstream parties to better
address gender concerns to counter populist narratives.

Panel 2: Anti-Gender Backlash in Policy and Discourse

Chair: Zoe Lefkofridi
Participants: Rebekka Kesberg, Isabelle Engeli, Zsuzsanna Vidra, Vera Beloshitzkaya

Rebekka Kesberg (UvA), “Online Anti-Gender Equality Mobilizations and Counter Strategies”

Rebekka Kesberg presented findings from social media research on anti-gender narratives,
showing how platforms like Twitter and TikTok are used to spread harmful stories about
feminism, LGBTQ+ rights, and gender equality. These narratives often frame such movements
as threats to women and children, using emotionally charged language and imagery. She
emphasized that hate speech is not just about offensive words but about the stories being
told repeatedly. Her team also studied gendered hate directed at politicians during the EU
elections, noting that women are often dismissed as unfit for politics while men are accused
of abusing power. Rebekka Kesberg concluded with a call for better civic education, support
for politicians, and improved tools to detect and counter online hate.

Isabelle Engeli (UNEXE), “When Do Attacks against Equality Succeed? How to Push Back and
Forwards”

Isabelle Engeli presented findings from her analysis on how equality-related issues gain
political attention across ten countries. She identified four conditions under which anti-
equality attacks succeed: permeable institutions, fragmented opposition, shifts in public
opinion, and overlooked small policy changes. Using examples from the UK, Switzerland, and
Italy, she showed how even limited actions, like allowing anti-abortion activism in hospitals,
can fuel broader anti-gender agendas. She concluded by stressing the need for stronger
coalitions, resilient legal frameworks, and better engagement with public opinion and social
media to counter these attacks.

Zsuzsanna Vidra (ELTE), “Exploring Intersectionality: Perspectives Across Multiple
Dimensions”

Zsuzsanna Vidra examined how anti-gender political discourse intersects with racialized
narratives, particularly affecting Roma women and refugees. She highlighted how Roma
women are often excluded from policy discussions and stereotyped, while violence against
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them is under-addressed due to fears of reinforcing racist narratives. Her research also
showed how intersectionality is used differently in pro-choice and pro-life abortion debates.
She emphasized that Roma and disability feminist activists face multiple layers of
discrimination and invisibility yet advocate to be seen as autonomous agents rather than
victims.

Vera Beloshitzkaya (PLUS), “The short- and long-term intersectional impact of the COVID-19
crisis on women”

Vera Beloshitzkaya presented research on the gendered impact of COVID-19 policies across
several European countries. She shared stories of women whose careers and caregiving
responsibilities were disrupted, illustrating how crisis measures often reinforced traditional
gender norms. Her team found that women, especially mothers and those with lower
education, bore the brunt of economic and domestic burdens during the pandemic. Long-
term effects persist, particularly for highly educated women facing career setbacks. Political
discourse largely ignored these experiences, with few references to women’s needs or risks
like gender-based violence in the debates about school reopening. Vera Beloshitzkaya
concluded that even well-intentioned policies can deepen inequality if gendered
consequences are not assessed and not addressed.

Recordings of Panel 1 and 2

Toolkit Presentations: Evidence-based and Artistic Tools to Counteract Anti-Gender
Backlash

Chair: Vera Beloshitzkaya
Participants: Monika Kovdacs, Joschka Kock, Kiara Gezels, Barbara Helfferich, Kristi Winters

One of Push*Back*Lash’s aims is to equip pro-equality actors with practical toolkits for
responding to anti-gender equality and anti-feminist discursive strategies and backlash
tactics.

The session presented two toolkits and recommendations for promising pushback strategies at
the level of public opinion based on experimental evidence. One of the toolkits - “Tools of
Resistance — Participatory Theatre against the Anti-Gender Backlash: A Toolkit for Universities
and NGOs” - explores the potential of Theatre of the Oppressed (TO) to empower students and
communities to fight against anti-gender backlash. The second toolkit - Strategies to Counter
Anti-Gender Backlash and Advance Intersectional Gender Equality in Europe - is designed to
help feminist, LGBTQ+, disability rights, and other organizations whose mission is to promote
equality to identify, resist, and reverse backlash against gender equality and human rights.
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https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZ-23gXiwHYRclSt2LY9OpeaQIACGtOst&si=z14iq9SzXsQO-859
https://pushbacklash.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Toolkit_TDU-push-back-lash-30.6_final-version.pdf
https://pushbacklash.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Toolkit_TDU-push-back-lash-30.6_final-version.pdf
https://pushbacklash.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Toolkit_TDU-push-back-lash-30.6_final-version.pdf
https://pushbacklash.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Deliverable-D7.3_and-toolit_G5.pdf
https://pushbacklash.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Deliverable-D7.3_and-toolit_G5.pdf

Panel 3: Gender Café: Ask experts

Chair: Phillip Ayoub
Participants: Monika Kovdacs, Joschka Kock, Barbara Helfferich, Zsuzsanna Vidra, Isabelle
Engeli, Liza Miigge, Alexia Katsanidou, Zoe Lefkofridi, Camila Nobrega, Valentina Maglietta

This session was designed to be an interactive dialogue between researchers and attendees,
aimed at encouraging deeper engagement with the project’s findings and policy
recommendations. Questions from the audience guided the discussion.

Audience Question 1: What surprised you most in your findings?

e Links between anti-gender and anti-immigration attitudes differed across countries,
challenging assumptions of uniformity.

e In some contexts (e.g., Hungary), citizens were more supportive of gender equality than
official discourse suggested.

e Anti-immigration rhetoric increasingly used “gender equality” as a cultural boundary.

e LGBTQ+ and minority women were largely absent from policy debates, especially during
COVID-19.

e Researchers found themselves studying evolving realities in real time.

Audience Question 2: What are effective practices for bringing research to policymakers?

e Effective collaboration between academia and policy-oriented organizations proved crucial
for connecting research with EU institutions.

e Influencing policy requires understanding when to engage policymakers and how to
translate academic work into accessible narratives; purely academic publications are often
too technical for political audiences.

e Triangular cooperation between academia, policymakers, and civil society (“triangle of
impact”) was shown to strengthen legitimacy and mutual trust.

e Events and forums served as bridges, enabling direct dialogue and mutual learning between
researchers and decision-makers.

Audience Question 3 (contextualized): How can we empower participation and leadership,
especially among marginalized communities?

e The Theatre of the Oppressed project demonstrated how creative, participatory approaches
can engage students and transform abstract gender issues into personal understanding and
agency.

e True inclusion requires more than acknowledging diversity; it demands concrete action to
remove the structural barriers that prevent equal participation.

e Collecting reliable data and linking gender equality plans to funding mechanisms were
identified as effective ways of promoting lasting institutional change.

e Policies supporting equal parental responsibilities enable women to remain active in both
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the workforce and leadership positions, helping balance care and career.

e Empowering Roma, migrant, disabled, and LGBTQ+ women is essential for building genuine
intersectional leadership and ensuring that diverse voices are represented in decision-
making spaces.

The panel concluded that feminist, intersectional research can effectively influence European
policy when communicated clearly and supported by strong partnerships.

Stream the Gender Café here.

Contextualizing Findings and Reflecting on the Future — Roundtable Discussion

Moderator: Rina Alluri (UNESCO Chair & Professor, University of Innsbruck)

Participants: Phillip Ayoub (Member of PUSH*BACK*LASH Advisory Board & Professor,
University College London), Zoe Lefkofridi (PUSH*BACK*LASH Consortium Coordinator &
Professor, University of Salzburg), Janine Heinz (Policy Advisor to the Austrian Federal Minister
for Women, Science and Research) and Liza Miigge (Associate Professor at University of
Amsterdam and Scientific Coordinator of the MEN4DEM Project)

The roundtable brought together leading scholars and policymakers to reflect on the
intersection of gender equality and democracy in times of global crisis.

Here are the key messages.

1. Gender Equality as a Pillar of Democracy

Gender equality is essential to the integrity of democratic systems. Political equality cannot be
achieved without equal representation, leadership opportunities, and access to resources
across all genders.

2. Resilience in Times of Crisis

Marginalized communities, especially those facing systemic discrimination, often develop
innovative strategies to navigate crises. These resilience practices offer valuable lessons for
strengthening democratic responses globally.

3. Rethinking Masculinities for Inclusion

Democratic health is linked to how societies understand and engage with masculinities.
Patriarchal norms are harmful to all genders, and inclusive approaches must involve diverse
expressions of masculinity to foster genuine equality.

4. Structural and Policy-Level Change
Progress in gender equality requires political commitment and institutional mechanisms such as
gender mainstreaming and gender-responsive budgeting. Avoiding reductive stereotypes is
crucial for meaningful reform.

20


https://www.unitv.org/beitrag.asp?ID=1279

5. Intersectionality and Academic Freedom

Understanding overlapping forms of discrimination is key to inclusive policy and research. There
is a growing concern about backlash against gender studies and the suppression of critical
academic voices, highlighting the need for institutional protection and solidarity.

6. Cross-Sector Collaboration

Innovative partnerships—such as those between researchers, artists, and advocacy groups—
demonstrate effective ways to engage broader audiences, including men and boys, in
democratic renewal and gender justice.

Re-watch the Roundtable here.

Closing remarks and catered reception

The closing discussion emphasized that achieving gender equality and safeguarding
democracy requires creativity, persistence, and collective engagement. Speakers highlighted
the need to move from passive awareness to active participation, encouraging attendees to
step beyond disciplinary and institutional boundaries to build lasting, intersectional coalitions
among academics, activists, policymakers, and communities.

They stressed that advancement is achieved through continuous conversation and the
reiteration of fundamental values. Mutual support was a recurring theme, emphasizing
collective care that strengthens those working in this field. Participants also reflected on the
value of creating spaces that are both safe and challenging, where learning, vulnerability and
growth can coexist and enable social transformation.

Despite the challenges to democracy and gender equality discussed during the Forum, there
was a prevailing sense of hope that change, though gradual, is real and cumulative; that each
contribution, however small, adds to a larger movement towards equality, empathy and
stronger, inclusive vision for democracy.
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Voices at the Forum on Democracy and Gender Equality

This forum is taking place at a crucial time for Europe. Democratic values and gender
equality are under pressure. We therefore urgently need spaces where theory and
practice can come together to develop solutions.

(Zoe Lefkofridi, Principal Investigator of Push*Back*Lash and Professor at the
University of Salzburg)

In another year of democratic backsliding and anti-gender attacks,
Push*Back*Lash brings evidence, art, and strategy into one room. I’'m
excited to learn from and trade tools that turn backlash into momentum for
equality.

(Phillip Ayoub, Professor of International Relations at University College London)

Push*Back*Lash addresses the societal and political backlash against
feminism and gender equality, recognising these as fundamental values of
the Union and central to European democracy. It develops practical
approaches to counter anti-gender equality and anti-feminist discursive
strategies and backlash tactics across Europe and beyond.

(Oriane Gilloz, Policy Officer following Push*Back*Lash)

Coming from the sister project CCINDLE, | am eager to learn from the
insights that Push*Back*Lash has generated and am looking forward to
exchanging ideas in feminist responses to anti-gender politics.

(Mieke Verloo, Professor of Comparative Politics and Inequality Issues at Radboud
University)
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Day 3, September 26, 2025

The internal meeting began with a reflection on the project’s achievements over the past
three years, celebrating the collaboration and progress made. The team then turned to
practical matters, including upcoming deadlines, deliverables, the final review meeting, and
plans for dissemination after the project’s conclusion. Future joint activities and publication
plans were also discussed.

Morning Sessions

The first plenary session led by the coordinating team focused on finalizing planned articles
and books. Then the Partners provided a brief update on the status of the remaining
deliverables

The second plenary was held to provide feedback on the Toolkit on how to resist anti-gender
backlash online that is being created by the UvA team. The session was led by Rebekka
Kesberg (UvA). All partners provided feedback.

The final session offered a safe space to celebrate the work done in the last three years and
reflect on what went well and what lessons were learnt, to celebrate successes and recognize
opportunities for growth.

Afternoon Sessions

Afternoon sessions were held over a working lunch, when manuscripts in preparation, key
contributors, and timelines were discussed in detail in working groups.
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Year-3-Conference Communication and Dissemination Strategy

Meeting Objectives
e To present the findings of Push*Back*Lash and thus support policy development and
societal engagement
e To advance critical discussions in the field
e To create a space for dialogue among policymakers, researchers, activists, and civil
society

Communication Objectives

e To raise awareness of the Push*Back*Lash project

e Toinform key stakeholders and the wider public about the conference and its purpose

e To highlight conference themes, goals, and key speakers across all communication
platforms

e To promote participation and engagement

e To position the conference as a meaningful contribution to discussions on gender
equality, democracy, intersectionality

To ensure consistent and widespread outreach across all channels (online, offline, and
media), the communication elements are:

e Event page on website

e Press releases before and after the event

e A handout featuring key results and policy recommendations

e Aninformation desk at the event with printed materials: policy briefs, infographics,
cartoons, the handout and a toolkit on theater of the oppressed

Social media content?2
Before the event (starting 2" week of August, increasing in September)
e Create and publish content on conference, speakers, panels, programme content
e Forum Announcement: Short video with Zoe Lefkofridi, the Coordinator of
Push*Back*Lash by communication department of the University of Salzburg

During the event (on-site coverage), 24-26% of September
e Short highlight videos and reels
e Visual storytelling from the venue
e Key moments for same-day or next-day(s) posts

After the event (including video cutting, post-processing of content)

2 Note: A photographer and videographer (Uni-TV) were on-site to capture key moments (Panel

Discussion, Gender Café, Toolkit Presentations).
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e Wrapping up the conference on social media with highlights, postings on where the
event can be streamed, photos, etc.

The following posters were created by the Push*Back*Lash project team:

P.ﬁ- s
@ :‘._‘_.I-.l-.lkl-l-h-

PROGRAMME

9:00 Registration & Coffee 5
L
9:30 Opening Remarks -
Marianne Schulze (Human Rights Consultant & Chair of the University Council, :'_, '

University of Salzburg)

Oriane Gilloz (Policy Officer, DG Research & Innovation, RTD, European Commisslon} .,
Zoe Lefkofridi (PUSH* BACK*LASH Consortium Coordinator & Professor, University of
9:45-11:15 Panel 1: Anti-Gender Backlash in Public Opinion

Salzburg) .
Chair: Phillip Ayoub
Participants: Kristi Winters, Juno Reichelt, Monika Kovécs, Louise Luxton

11:15-11:30 Coffee Break

11:30-13:00  Panel 2: Anti-Gender Backlash in Policy and Discourse
Chair: Zoe Lefkofridi
Participants: Liza Migge, Isabelle Engeli, Zsuzsanna Vidra, Vera Beloshitzkaya

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break at Edmundsburg

15:00-15:45 Evidence-based and Artistic Tools to Counteract Anti-Gender Backlash: Toolkit
Presentations
Chair: Vera Beloshitzkaya
Participants: Joschka Kiick, Kiara Gezels, Barbara Helfferich, Monika Kovacs

15:45-16:45 Panel 3: Gender Café - Ask the Experts
Chair: Phillip Ayoub
Participants: Monika Kovacs, Joschka Kock, Barbara Helfferich, Zsuzsanna Vidra,
Isabelle Engell, Liza Miigge, Alexia Katsanidou, Zoe Lefkofridi, Camila Nobrega

16:45-17:00 Break

17:00-18:00 Roundtable: Contextualizing Findings & Future Directions
Rina Alluri (UMESCO Chair & Professor, University of Innsbruck)
Phillip Ayoub (Member of PUSH*BACK*LASH Advisory Board & Professor,
University College London)
Zoe Lefkofridi (PUSH*BACK*LASH Consortium Coordinator & Professor, University of
Salzburg)
Janine Heinz (Policy Advisor to the Austrian Federal Minister for Women, Science
and Research)
Anna Rutz (Trainer, Accessibility Coordinator, Project Manager and Plenipotentiary of
the Polish Minister of Science for supporting universities in increasing accessibility of
education for disabled persons)

18:00-19:30 Closing Remarks & Reception
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Dissemination Table and Cartoon Exhibition

Alongside a table with dedicated dissemination material (Cartoons, Infographics, Policy
Briefs, Toolkit), we also showcased a cartoon exhibition, which emerged from a school
workshop held at the Akademisches Gymnasium in Salzburg, highlighting youth
perspectives on gender and social issues through visual storytelling. The cartoons were
made by students after the workshop delivered by Zoe Lefkofridi, Professor and
Push*Back*Lash project’s Coordinator. During the workshop, the students explored
feminist themes by analyzing Push*Back*Lash cartoons and ultimately created their own
comics in both German and Spanish.
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This section provides an overview of media coverage related to the Year 3 Conference,
including content published during and after the event. The Year-3 Meeting was covered in
local and social media channels. Examples, like a newspaper article in one of Austria’s biggest
national newspapers and social media posts, are presented below, followed by the links to the

Media Coverage

press releases about the project and the event.

Newspaper Article

Hannah Mauracher ,,Wie die Corona-Pandemie die Gleichstellung von Frauen zurlickgeworfen

hat”, in: Salzburger Nachrichten, 25. September 2025, Print and Online.

SN.AT / PANORAMA / OSTERREICH

Wie die Corona-Pandemie die Gleichstellung von

Frauen zuruckgeworfen hat

HAMNMAH
MAURACHER

2,‘_5. 5!_2 ;;ée:m ber
2025

18:31Uhr

In den vergangenen Jahren wurde der Weg zur Gleichstellung der
Geschlechter stark eingebremst. Wie die Osterreicherinnen und
Osterreicher dariiber denken und welche Rolle die Corona-Pandemie
gespielt hat.

PARIS
LODRON
UNIVERSITAT
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https://www.sn.at/panorama/oesterreich/wie-covid-frauen-gleichstellung-die-ungleichheit-185025949
https://www.sn.at/panorama/oesterreich/wie-covid-frauen-gleichstellung-die-ungleichheit-185025949

Press Releases (in German):

Press Release “Salzburg als internationaler Knotenpunkt fiir Demokratie- und
Geschlechterforschung.” (30.09.2025)

Press Release “Push*Back*Lash Forum an der Universitat Salzburg: Demokratie &

Gleichstellung unter Druck” (22.09.2025)

Postings (on LinkedIn and Instagram)

/\ Universitat Salzburg
| 36,553 followers

Y w.®

¥ Abschluss des EU-Projekts PushBackLash: Salzburg als internationaler Knotenpunkt
fur Demokratie- und Geschlechterforschung

Am 25, September 2025 fand an der Universitadt Salzburg das Forum zu Demokratie
und Geschlechtergleichstellung statt — der feierliche Abschluss des Horizon-Europe-
Projekts PushBackLash.

Das offentliche Forum war Teil der Year-3-Konferenz und bot spannende Einblicke in
aktuelle Forschungsergebnisse, innovative Werkzeuge und konkrete politische
Empfehlungen.

®: Univ. Profin Drin Zoe Lefkofridi betonte: Unser Forum hat gezeigt: Farschung
muss in den Dialog gehen und praktische Lésungen anstoben.”

= Mehr dazu: https://Inkd.in/djZvSGZqg
#PushBackLash #Demokratie #GenderEquality #HorizonEurope #UniversitdtSalzburg

#ForschunglmDialog #EUProjekt #WissenschaftUndGesellschaft | Zoe Lefkofridi
| Elisabeth Kleinlercher

Show translation

! ™ . a Abschluss des EU-Projekts Push*Back*Lash: Salzburg als

internationaler Knotenpunkt fiir Demokratie- und...
plus.ac.at
C@ vou and 23 athers 2 reposts
. - O Like & Comment 2 Repost
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https://pushbacklash.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PA_PBL-Salzburg-als-internationaler-Knotenpunkt-fur-Demokratie-und-Geschlechterforschung_30.09.2025_final.pdf
https://pushbacklash.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PA_PBL-Salzburg-als-internationaler-Knotenpunkt-fur-Demokratie-und-Geschlechterforschung_30.09.2025_final.pdf
https://pushbacklash.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/PRESSEAUSSENDUNG_Forum-Demokratie-und-Geschlechtergleichstellung_22.September-2025.pdf
https://pushbacklash.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/PRESSEAUSSENDUNG_Forum-Demokratie-und-Geschlechtergleichstellung_22.September-2025.pdf

G5+ Home AboutUs v Projects Reports News Events JobOffers Contacts Recommendations

Gender five plus

PushBackLash concludes in Salzburg: Advancing democracy and
gender equality across Europe
mama

After three years of collaborative research and action, the PushBackLash consertium gathered in Salzburg for the project’s final conference and public
Forum on Democracy and Gender Equality, hosted by the University of Salzburg on 25 September 2025

This event marked the conclusion of the EU-funded Horizon Europe project, which brought together universities, research institutes, and civil society

organisations to examine the growing anti-gender backlash across Europe — and to strengthen democratic and feminist responses 1o it

G5+ genderfiveplus - Gefolgt

as+ Oenderfiveplus Bearbeitet « 9 Std.
Reflecting on three years of
PushBacklash! [« @&

The ®pushbacklash consortium came
together in Salzburg at the end of
september for the project’s final

conference — a moment to celebrate

three years of collaborative research

and action confronting anti-gender
backlash across Europe.

The highlight of the gathering was the
Forum on Democracy and Gender w

e N e e N s R

OsQ ¥V A

Vor 11 Stunden

genderfiveplus hat dich als Collab-Partner seines/ihres

Uberpriifen

Beitrags eingeladen.
° Kommentieren ... @
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Gender Five Plus - 1st
Gs+ European Feminist Think Tank

1R @
Reflecting on three years of PushBackLash! (o @

The Push*Back*Lash consortium came together in Salzburg at the end of september
for the project's final conference — a moment to celebrate three years of
collaborative research and action confronting anti-gender backlash across Europe.
The highlight of the gathering was the Forum on Democracy and Gender Equality,
which transformed the University of Salzburg into a vibrant hub for intersectional
and international gender and democracy studies. i

Key discussions focused on:

- Understanding how anti-gender movements threaten democracy
- Strengthening equality through evidence-based policy

- Building resilience and solidarity across Europe

We're proud that Gender Five Plus contributed to this important Horizon Europe
project alongside leading universities and civil society partners.

A huge thank you to everyone who made this milestone possible — and to those
who continue the work toward equality and inclusive democracy! @

= Learn more about the PushBackLash project and its
outcomes: www.pushbacklash.eu

#GenderEquality #Democracy #Intersectionality #PushBackLash #HorizonEurope
#FeministResearch #Backlash

- Push*Back*Lash

& powerful moment for gender equality and democracy, captured in Salzburg!

At the #DemocracyAndEquality25 Forum, l=ading woices from academia, policy,
and EU institutions came together to exchange strategies to push badk against the
anti-gender backlazh.

ma Picturad Vice-Ractor Michaela Rickl. Zoe Lefkofridi (both Universitat
Salzburg), Isabelle Engeli (University of Exeter), Liza Mugge (University of
Amsterdam) and Oriane GILLOZ (@06 Research and Innovation, Eurcpean
Commission).

#pushBacklach #GenderEquality #EUresearch #inclusiveDemocracy
#HorizonEurope

LODRON
UNIVERSITAT

. pushbacklash

pushbacklash We are delightad to welcome so many participants
today at the Forum for Demacracy and Gender Equality here at the
@unisalzburg! @

A heartfelt thank you to all who joined us - your presence makes
this dialogue stronger.

#DemocracyAndequality25 #GenderEquality #Democracy
#PushBacklash

3 Wo.
Insights ansehen Beitrag bewerben
Qv N

Find more postings on our channels on LinkedIn and Instagram.



https://www.linkedin.com/company/push-back-lash
https://www.instagram.com/pushbacklash/
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