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Hello world!

After three years of collaborative research, the EU Horizon-funded
project Push*Back*Lash is coming to an end. As 2025 draws to a
close, we want to thank you for your interest in our work, your
participation in our events and for standing with us in our
efforts to resist anti-gender equality backlash across Europe
through science and art.

Push*Back*Lash was always more than research. It sought to
translate findings into actionable strategies. These were
designed to engage communities, raise awareness, and foster
collective reflection and action.

In this final newsletter, we look back at what we accomplished
together, highlight new resources, and share a glimpse of
what comes next. 

Understanding the Backlash: Research and
Evidence from Push*Back*Lash

Push*Back*Lash has investigated the rise of anti-gender movements
and discourses, examining their impact on democratic governance and
gender equality. It also studied how to push back against these
movements. 11 partners employed a rich mix of methods, from
large-scale surveys and interviews to experimental studies
and participatory theatre. The project consistently covered Austria,
the Netherlands, Germany, the UK, Hungary, Poland, Spain, and Italy,
with some work covering all EU-27 countries (see, for example, the
Integrated report on “pushback strategies”). 

This collaboration enabled contextualizing how anti-gender discourses
and democratic challenges vary across regions, political systems, and
social contexts. 

The project also engaged with stakeholders beyond academia,
including policymakers, educators, NGOs, and grassroots
organisations, ensuring that findings and tools are grounded in
real-world relevance and can inform both public debate and
practical action. 

Key academic outputs can be found on our website. They include
scientific articles, policy briefs as well as our integrated reports and
toolkits. 

Check out these newly published reports from our team:

• Integrated Report on Online Anti-Gender Equality
Mobilisations and Counter Strategies

This report describes the spreading of issues, their framing, and
interactions of pro-gender and anti-gender actors on X. It also
offers a typology of mobilisation and counterstrategies on X. The
report also provides concrete strategies for safe and effective work for
those involved in gender equality activism online. One key finding is
that anti-gender actors are generally more effective and visible
online than pro-gender equality actors because they use
emotionally charged, mobilising narratives, while pro-gender actors
tend to rely on more institutional and informational communication
styles that generate lower engagement.

• Integrated Report on Counter-Strategies to Mitigate the
Impact of Anti-Gender and Anti-Feminist Discourse on Citizens

This report examines how exposure to anti-gender and anti-
feminist discourse affects citizens’ attitudes toward gender
equality and whether different counter-argument strategies
can mitigate these effects. One of the key findings is that counter-
arguments do not significantly change overall attitudes toward gender
equality in the short term. However, they can reduce agreement
with anti-gender messages and increase recognition of their
sexist or discriminatory intent, thereby helping to prevent the
erosion of existing support for gender equality.

• Integrated report on Citizens' Views on Gender Equality and
Democracy

The report focuses on citizens, examining public opinion on
gender equality, feminism(s), and democracy, and how these
change within individuals, over space and time, and through
gender (un)equal contexts. Its purpose is to provide an empirically
grounded, comparative, and longitudinal understanding of how
Europeans think about gender, how these attitudes evolve, and how
they shape democratic life. 

• Integrated Report on the Intersectional Impact of the
COVID-19 Crisis on Gender Roles and Women

The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly disrupted global labor
markets and families, with differential impacts on men and women.
Some groups of women were particularly affected due to their
multi-marginalized status. Most of the assessments were done in
the moment. Today, the evidence of the pandemic effects on women
in Europe remains fragmented, and research that uses an
intersectional lens (outside of parenthood status) is still hard to come
by, not least due to the data limitations. We also know very little
about the long-term impact of COVID-19 on women in their careers
and family lives. Against this backdrop, the current report
systematically assesses the gendered and intersectional
impact of the pandemic on women’s economic and family lives,
specifically in relation to care and household task loads, as
well as on gender role attitudes.  It is also one of the first reports
to explore the initial self-reported long-term impact of the
pandemic on women’s careers and care and household tasks in
seven EU member states and the UK and to investigate whether
official political discourses in parliamentary debates around
school reopening and violence against women was gendered,
whether it centered the needs of women in general and the most
vulnerable groups of women in particular. Using case studies, it
further explores whether the debates paid attention to
intersectionality or included anti-diversity narratives. The report
concludes with evidence-based policy recommendations for
inclusive policymaking in crisis and recovery.

• Integrated report on Intersectional Inequalities and Activism

The report investigates how intersectionality is used and contested
within anti-gender discourses. It examines how gender intersects
with disability, race and ethnicity, and socio-economic status,
how gender-based violence is instrumentalized and how well
existing surveys capture intersectional inequalities. The report
shows that intersectionality is not only neglected but often actively
appropriated and inverted by illiberal and anti-gender actors. This
undermines women’s rights and obscures the structural
inequalities experienced by marginalised groups, including
Romani women, refugees and disabled women.

• Toolkit #2 | Resilience in Action – A Toolkit for Feminist
Strategies in Times of Backlash

This toolkit is designed for stakeholders active in an organized civil
society. The toolkit targets people who speak about gender and
feminism, experience attacks and backlash, and struggle to counter or
deal with attacks. 

Forthcoming

• Integrated report on the dynamics of issue attention toward
equality+ across time and space

The report combines descriptive insights into patterns of issue
attention among pro-equality and anti-gender coalitions with a causal
analysis of the mechanisms and conditions that shape successful
strategies across issues, countries, and institutional venues. 

• Encyclopedia on Gender and Politics

In April 2026, the first encyclopedia on gender and politics edited
by Zoe Lefkofridi, the coordinator of Push*Back*Lash, will be
published by Elgar Publishing. This pioneer volume features entries
by members of Push*Back*Lash and its sisters projects.

Stay tuned and check back in January and May!

Project News

Our Project Coordinator, Professor Dr. Zoe
Lefkofridi was awarded the prestigious Margaretha

Lupac Scientific Prize

On 15 December 2025, Zoe Lefkofridi, coordinator of
Push*Back*Lash, has been honoured with the Lupac Scientific
Prize, awarded by the Austrian Parliament, for her scientific work on
democracy. Professor Lefkofridi impressed the jury with her
"outstanding and wide-ranging life's work in relation to democracy
and parliamentarianism, her strong international network, and her
approach and impact in terms of sustainability and relevance". The
jury also highlighted that Professor Lefkofridi "demonstrates a
high level of competence in science communication, even in
unusual settings such as theatre", as demonstrated by
Push*Back*Lash.

Further information can be found here.  

Cartoon # 8: See Something, Say Something

Cartoon 8 highlights a central finding from our research: many people
believe that same-sex couples make just as good parents as
heterosexual couples. Yet, many people also often assume they are
alone in this belief. This silence can make opposing voices appear
stronger than they truly are. Our cartoon illustrates how speaking
up can shift this dynamic. Even a single supportive comment
can change the tone of a conversation, create visibility, and
encourage others to express their views. It’s not about winning
an argument but about showing solidarity and making space for more
balanced, open dialogue, as our research shows. 

You can find all other cartoons from our series "Let's Design
Equality Together" here.

Please share widely and send us your feedback to pbl@plus.ac.at.

Infographic 3

Florian Stöckel from the University of Exeter has created our third
infographic on how counter arguments can challenge sexist
communication online, and why it matters. 

The infographic presents results from empirical work led by him and
Monika Kovacs (Eötvös Loránd University, ELTE). The experimental
research involved more than 4,500 people in Hungary, Italy, and
Poland who rated more than 24,000 social media posts. It shows
that strategies such as empathy, fairness, humour, and
reference to the shared social norms can make online spaces
more respectful and inclusive. 

"Feminisms and Democracy" Conference

The Push*Back*Lash Hungarian team led by Monika Kovacs from ELTE
presented our project aims and results at the „Feminisms and
Democracy” conference organised in Hungary together with two
sister projects, CCINDLE and UNTWIST.

The aim of the event was to bring together the researchers, partners,
representatives of NGOs and invited politicians to reflect on the
present and future of feminism and gender inequality in the
Hungarian context.

The Road Ahead: From Push*Back*Lash to
ATHENA

Although Push*Back*Lash formally concludes at the end of 2025, our
research will continue. The new Salzburg Center for
Intersectional Research — ATHENA — will carry forward the
project’s mission. ATHENA will institutionalise the expertise
developed over the last three years and strengthen Salzburg’s
position as an international hub for intersectional gender and
democracy research. 

If you have subscribed to the Push*Back*Lash mailing list, you don’t
need to do anything: you will automatically receive the new ATHENA
newsletter in the future. If you prefer not to receive it, please feel free
to opt out at any time by sending us an email to pbl@plus.ac.at. Our
LinkedIn account will also become ATHENA's account. Stay tuned for
more updates there as well!

With Christmas just around the corner, we hope you find time to slow
down, celebrate, and spend time with the people you love. May the
coming year bring new opportunities for collaboration, learning, and a
lot of positive change.

Thank you for being part of the Push*Back*Lash community.
Your engagement, whether by joining our events, reading our work,
using our tools, or simply staying connected, has strengthened our
mission and impact. We are grateful for your interest, your
support, and the shared commitment to understanding and
countering backlash against gender equality and democracy.

Warm regards,

The Push*Back*Lash Consortium
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